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The fate of Raoul WALLENBERG has deeply engaged Swedish 
opinion. He was arrested and carried away by a foreign 
Power while in diplomatic service for Sweden. His heroic 
achievements to save Hungarian Jews from brutal persecutions 
by German and Hungarian Nazis, have aroused deep admiration 
and affection. We have had proof that he was in prison in 
the Soviet Union. This is the background for the intensive 

Swedish efforts to find out his whereabouts and have him 
sent home. • 

In 1957, the Foreign Ministry made public an exhaustive 
collection of documents concerning Raoul Wallenberg, together 
with commentaries concerning his captivity in the Soviet 
Union. Allow me to make a short recapitulation. 

In March 1944$ after the German troops had marched into 
Hungary, a Swedish relief action was started for the Hungarian 
Jews. Raoul Wallenberg was assigned to the Legation in . 
Budapest in July 1944. to lead. the relief action under the 
direct supervision of the Chief of Mission, Minister DANIEL- 
SSON. He carried a Swedish diplomatic passport and enjoyed 
diplomatic immunity. He worked untiringly, with his own 
life at stake, to save Jews from Nazi persecution. He saved 
human lives by the thousands. 

By the middle of January 1945, that part of Budapest 
where the Jews protected through the Swedish relief action 
were living fell in the hands of the Soviet troops. On 
January 16, the Soviet Foreign Ministry advised that-- Wallen- 
berg was under the protection of the Russian troops. 

The earlier White Paper /195Z7 contains detailed mater- 
ial on all the Swedish demarches which were made at that time 
and during, the years to follow, to clarify Wallenberg’s 
whereabouts and to have him transferred to Sweden. . They . 
were all fruitless. I wish to recall in particular that 
the Soviet Government in August 1947 informed us that as a 
result of a careful investigation it had been established 
that Wallenberg was not in the Soviet Union and that he was 
unknown". to the Soviet authorities. 

Between 1947 and 1951 no essentially new facts in the 
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■Wallenberg affair reached the Swedish Foreign Ministry. 

But in so far as foreign prisoners began to be sent home from 
the Soviet Union there appeared definite reports about 
Wallenberg being held in prison in' Moscow. This prompted a 
new long series of Swedish demarches, similarly without result. 
In April 1956, Minister of the Interior Gunnar HEDLUND and I 
visited the Soviet Union. We had then the opportunity to 
present directly to the Soviet Union T s Government an exhaust-- 
ive account of the Swedish views. As a matter of fact, 
the talks primarily centered on the Wallenberg case. At the 
end of our talks, the representatives of the Soviet Govern- 
ment — including BULGANIN, KHRUSHCHEV and MOLOTOV — promised 
that a new extensive investigation concerning Wallenberg’s 
fate would be made because of the evidence which had been * * 
collected and presented by Sweden. 

On February 6, 1957 > came the Russian reply. Its 
implication was as follows: ..in the course of the extensive 
Soviet investigations a document had been found according to 
which Raoul Wallenberg had died in the L jubljanskaja Prison 
in Moscow on July 17, 1947* This had been told by the head 
of the health service in the prison, SMOLTSOV, to the chief 
of the Soviet security service, ABAKUMOV. The latter, it 
was stated in the Russian reply, had previously supplied the 
Soviet Foreign Ministry with false information. . Abakumov 
was executed in connection with the purge within the Security 
Police following STALIN T s death. 

The Swedish Government’s reaction to this reply was that ■ 
it seemed difficult to believe that all documentation concern- 
ing Wallenberg’s stay in Soviet prisons other than the docu- 
ment mentioned would be extinct. The Swedish Government 
reserved the right to submit any further material concerning 
Wallenberg that could be of importance for a continued 
investigation in the Soviet Union. 

During the years which have followed since then, we have 
pursued our search and our efforts. We have left no trace 
unexplored, however vague it may have seemed. We have seized 
upon every opportunity to bring up the question, through 
diplomatic channels or by personal contacts. Intensive 
checking of all material arid thorough internal considerations 
have taken place all the time. 

The collection of documents now being published aims at 
providing a comprehensive picture of what has happened since 
the earlier White Paper was published. Thus, it contains 
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( the texts of the notes exchanged with the Soviet Union since 
' 1957 . It accounts for the various conversations which we 
have had with members of the Soviet Government during this 
period, particularly my talks with Khrushchev in the summer 
of 1964 and with KOSYGIN in June of this year. Furthermore, 
the White Paper contains material about the testimonies on 
which we have founded our representations in recent years. 
These testimonies refer to two different periods of time. 

/irst, it concerns the reports that Wallenberg during 
the 1950 ? s had been in prison in Vladimir. We have sought 
to make contact with the prisoners of war returning from the 
Soviet Union who could be expected to have been in Vladimir 
during this period. All of the information obtained from 
them which could be placed in direct or indirect connection 
with Raoul Wallenberg has been the subject of testing. A 
collective judgment of the weight of this information was 
made in 1959 by Justices of the Supreme Court GYLLENSWXRD 
and SANTESSON. Their pronouncement , which is included in 
the material now presented, is to the effect that in their 
opinion, and under Swedish law, the investigation at hand, 
although not containing full evidence in this respect, must 
be held as making likely that Wallenberg was alive at least 
during the early 1950* s and that he was then in prison in 
Vladimir. 

Second, the White Paper contains /new/ testimony which 
appeared in January 1961. Professor Nana SVARTZ on a visit 
to Moscow had a conversation about Raoul Wallenberg with a 
prominent Soviet scientist. According to her testimony, 
the latter on her direct question then made a statement to 
the effect that Wallenberg was . still alive. Professor 
Svartz has written a separate account, which forms part of 
the White Paper, about this statement and about her sub- 
sequent contacts with the Soviet scientist. 

These testimonies have formed the basis for our 
recurring representations to the Soviet Government. We 
have concentrated' our efforts to the opportunities when there 
have been possibilities for contact on the highest level. 

For an initiative from the highest quarters in the Soviet 
Union has seemed to be the absolute prerequisite for achieving 
clarity about the fate of Wallenberg and for having him 
returned to Sweden. During these contacts we have accounted 
for our material and for our views. We have sought to 
convince the Soviet leadership of the extraordinary serious- 
ness with which Swedish quarters look upon this question. 
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An essential part of our negotiations with the Soviet leaders 
during this time has come to concern the Wallenberg ease. j 

Unfortunately, the result has been negative. The • ; 

Soviet leaders firmly assert that Raoul Wallenberg is not " 

in the Soviet Union — either in prison, in hospital, ‘or 
somewhere else. They persist that no material whatsoever exists .i 
concerning Wallenberg over and beyond the brief notation 
about his death in 1947 which we were told about in the Soviet 
reply of 1957 » ’ Repeated new investigations are said to have i 

been made because of our representations, but no new material i 

whatsoever has been uncovered. It is being stated that i 

Wallenberg was never in Vladimir and that the statements by \ 

the Soviet scientist to Professor Svartz have been misinter- I 

preted. ■ It is being held forth that there is no reason 1 

whatsoever why the Soviet Union should detain Wallenberg, i 

in whatever condition he may be, and reference , is being made 
in this connection to all of the prisoners of war and others 
who have been allowed to return from the Soviet Union in 
recent years. The Russians express their regret about Raoul 
Wallenberg f s fate, and call to mind in this connection all of 
the tragedies which followed in the wake of the war. 

- We have not achieved the result we have sought. Today, ; 

we make public our account* 

All of the efforts made by Sweden in this case have 
naturally been motivated by Raoul Wallenberg 1 s contribution 
to relieve suffering people and by consideration for his 
family. But this engagement and these efforts also have a _■ 

wider aspect. In a democratic country, the individual citizen 
should be able to rest assured that the community will spare 
no efforts for his protection* As long as there is a possib- 
ility, this effort must continue and be pursued. In its 
effort to find a solution to the Wallenberg case* the Govern- 
ment has felt the support of a unanimous Swedish opinion. 


1 

Translation: Nils Moller. 'i 
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